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 This Month 
Event Visit to Steve and Briany’s garden. 

Location Meeting at Gormandale Recreation Reserve. 

Date Thursday 13 October 

Time Meeting at Gormandale Recreation Reserve opposite the shop at 10:30 

AM before travelling on a few minutes to the garden. 

The last time we visited this garden was in September 2019 and although a young 

garden, it was very impressive then.  Briany says be prepared for weeds as wet 

weather has coincided with her days off, preventing weeding.  I am sure it will be 

great anyway.  Bring your own lunch, drinks, and chairs. 
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he wet start to Spring led me to think about the World Heritage Convention on 

Wetlands of Importance, signed in Ramsar, Iran in 1971. Closer to home, recognizing 

the significance of local and indigenous wetlands, a strategic plan covering the 

years 2016 – 2024 was established. Even closer to home, an article in the Latrobe Valley 

Express recently announced an investment by the State government of $4 million across 4 

priority projects delivered in partnership with the Gippsland Lakes Co-ordinating 

Committee.  There have also been some heartening articles on ABC-TV Landline recently 

featuring efforts by farmers to restore wetlands to their properties with dramatic results in 

increased profitability. I know I’m always promoting Landline but there seems to be a 

shortage of good news lately on the environment front.  I’m off to Canberra for a week, so 

expect news and photos of my trip next month. I’ll be re-visiting the Australian National 

Botanic Gardens on Black Mountain.  I say re-visiting, as I lived in Canberra years ago when 

the lake was being excavated and continue to enjoy the changes to the city every few 

years. The National Arboretum is on the list too, with the Bonsai exhibit a must. Many of you 

have been to Canberra I’m sure, but if not, I hope you’ll consider it. A reminder that The 

Friends of the Royal botanic Gardens, Melbourne is hosting “The 

Art of Botanical Illustration” at Domain House, adjacent to the 

gardens from 16th September to 3rd October. It’s highly 

recommended for native plant lovers as our beautiful flora is 

shown in exquisite, accurate detail. Details are on the website. 

Our previously advertised plans for the meeting in October have 

changed with not enough takers for the trip to Blackwood to 

really make it a ‘group’ event.  Instead, we will be visiting Steve 

and Briany’s quite sizable garden near Gormandale. See the 

blurb at the top of the newsletter for details.  I hope to see you 

then. [Jill sent this rather cheeky photo from her interstate travels.  

Not too sure about those odd flowers. Ed.] 

 

 

 

 

 

ust outside our front door we have Yvonne’s garden. 

This little Brachyscome multifida has pride of place 

and is proof that you can create a cottage garden 

with natives. In typical fashion I like to take photos after 

rain or frost which makes for an interesting picture. 

  

T 

J 

Leader’s Report 
By Jill Fidler 

2022 Calendar Spot – January 
By Pamela Cox 
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ith renovations at home going full bore, I haven’t had much time 

for the garden.  A quick look around while planning this article 

showed plenty of weeds and another dead Eremophila.  This was 

a second try at one that died in the wet spring last year.  I had a backup 

one in a pot, so I planted it in the same place and yes, the same thing 

happened.  Isn’t it supposed to be a definition of insanity, to keep doing 

the same thing and expecting a different outcome? 

While inspecting the garden I noticed that Clematis aristata is now in 

flower, not just in the bush but in the tops of several of my garden shrubs.  

It has somehow sneaked up into the shrubs without me noticing and is 

now bursting into flower.  I love the Clematis in the bush, its patches of 

snowy white flowers stand out everywhere it grows, and the whiskery 

seeds provide an ongoing display for many weeks.  It’s just that in the garden it drops a LOT 

of seed, and they very quickly 

get established to the point that 

they are hard to pull out.  I have 

learned the hard way that it is a 

plant that I don’t want to 

encourage in the garden.  It can 

also overcome a shrub and 

smother it as it is starting to do in 

my Callistemon ‘King’s Park 

Special’. 

There is a lot happening in the bush outside the garden.  Mistletoe in a gum near the shed 

is going well, as are Acacias, both A. verticillata (Prickly Moses) and A. verniciflua (Varnish 

Wattle).   Wonga Vine (Pandorea pandorana) is now showing up in much of the 30-year-

old revegetation of our property, often climbing dead trunks 

of old wattles with its ropey vines hanging down from a 

colourful canopy. 

There are tiny things happening on the ground too.  The 

Australian Violet (Viola hederacea) is hiding in the grass, but 

flowering never-the-less, along with a small unidentified 

pea.    And I also found what looks like an escape from my garden.  About 

30 metres out in the bush is a pink flower bud Ozothamnus that looks 

identical to one in the garden.  I’m not too worried about it as it’s a species 

natural to the area, just a variation with extra pink buds.  

W 

Editor’s Notes By Col Jackson 
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Species: Acacia pravissima. 

 

Family: Fabaceae (previously Mimosaceae). 

 

Derivation: 

Acacia: This is a Greek word used by Dioscorides 

to name some prickly species in Egypt 

and is derived from acis, meaning ‘a 

pointed instrument’. 

pravissima: From Latin, pravus, meaning crooked or 

misshapen, with the superlative suffix, 

thus ‘very crooked’, referring to the 

growth habit of the species. 

 

Common Name: Ovens Wattle. 

 

Distribution: Naturally confined to the banks of rivers 

and hillsides in north-eastern Victoria, south-eastern 

NSW and the ACT, inland of the Great Dividing 

Range, but now widespread in other areas due to 

gardening and naturalisation. 

   

Description: Large dense shrub or small tree to 8m tall and broad, with numerous crowded, 

thick, dull-green, roughly triangular phyllodes (not true leaves, but swollen leaf stems) about 

2cm long and 1.5cm wide along the branches. Racemes of bright yellow, scented, 

globular flowers appear in late winter or spring. The flower balls are about 6mm diameter 

and the racemes are up to 10cm long. Flat, smooth, slightly curved, dark brown pods then 

form, containing a number of black seeds to 5mm long and 2mm wide.  

 

Opinion: My first Ovens Wattle was planted on the fence between my front and back 

yards, underneath my phone cable and caused nothing but trouble. It was a classic case 

of wrong plant for the position, it grew way too big, didn’t like being pruned away from the 

phone cable, looked very ugly and unhappy, and eventually senesced and fell over in a 

storm. So I didn’t think there would be a place for a future Ovens Wattle in the garden. 

However, the current specimen appeared on my plant table as a gift for speaking to a 

sister APS Group in March 2018, so I had to re-assess. 

 

This time around I chose a spot on my western nature-strip where there was a gap that 

needed filling, though it was probably not big enough for this species. I promised myself 

that this time I’d regularly prune to keep the beast in check. Famous last words, of course! 

Yes, it once again wanted to take over the world and commenced swamping all its 

neighbours. I was just about to get out the chainsaw when the council loppers appeared 

on the scene. Here we go I thought, utter devastation about to occur. But this time I was 

wrong! The lads did an excellent job of pruning the shrubbery back to their required 

Plants in my Garden 191 
By Mike Beamish 
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clearance from the road, pretty much what I was going to do anyway, but they had better 

tools and I reckon they did a neater job than I would have been able to. Makes up a little 

bit for past indiscretions!     

 

Sources: Elliot & Jones – Encyclopaedia of Australian Plants, Volume 2. 

  Simmons – Acacias of Australia, Volume 1. 

  Costermans – Native Trees and Shrubs of SE Australia. 

 

 

 
 

 

ifteen brave members turned up for the stroll around Mt Cannibal, 

brave given the weather forecast. The doom and gloom didn't 

eventuate though, the sun spent more time shining brightly than it 

did hiding in the clouds, and even produced a little bit of warmth despite 

the stiff nor’ wester. Not everybody chose to walk the full circuit of the 

mountain; some just contoured around the base of the hill until the 

gradient became too willing and then turned around and went the other 

way until meeting the same fate in that direction. Those who went the 

whole hog huffed and puffed their way counter clockwise, taking every 

opportunity to pause and take in the scenery, but really just catching their breath. 

There were plenty of plants to look at, too. The first section up from the carpark was ablaze 

with the golden flowers of 

two wattles, Spreading 

and Myrtle, adorned in 

places with the bright 

purple flowers of Purple 

Coral-pea (Happy 

Wanderer is a nursery 

selection of this species) 

and the pale purple of 

Twining Glycine. Some 

Austral Indigo added 

even more purple to the 

mix. The first patch of 

orchids, the very common 

Nodding Greenhoods, 

came next.►                         

F 

Mt Cannibal Flora and Fauna Reserve  By Cathy Beamish 
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As we clambered up the southern face, Dusty Miller became more prominent. In the moss 

beds on the open, granite rock benches, Early Nancy and Yellow Stars were putting on a 

show, while Running Postman trailed down the slopes. Up on top of the hill, a third wattle 

was flowering, this one turned out to be Hop Wattle, and nestled in the grasses underneath 

were two more orchids, Mountain Greenhoods and Common Bird Orchids, and plenty of 

the Tall Sundew. Going downhill was not much easier than 

climbing up, just a different set of muscles to ache and joints to 

creak. Not as many plants to catch our eye on the downward 

leg, just some Love Creeper twining through the shrubbery and 

a single, but spectacular flower on some Scented Sundew to 

finish off with. 

Once everybody was accounted for, we headed off back to 

Garfield to the Cox residence for our lunch. Wendy spoiled us 

rotten with platters of nibbles and then the icing on the cake (or 

should it be the jam and cream on the scones?), yes, it was jam 

and cream on the scones. Yum! A quick meeting to keep things 

a bit business-like, a quick wander around the garden and it was 

time for some of us to call it a day. Before heading off, some of 

us wandered around to the Hodges unit, checking out some of 

the neighbourhood gardens on the way. There are some really 

nice Grevilleas planted around Garfield! Eventually the weather 

gods paid some attention to the forecast, and we beat a hasty retreat to our cars before 

the skies opened up. 

Thanks to all who participated in an enjoyable outing and to Peter & Wendy and Ray & 

Delma who made their homes available for our convenience.  
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ollowing on from Ray and Delma’s spotting of green hoods on their verge, Judy 

pointed out these fellows to me last week growing on our nature strip. To the best of 

our efforts [and Mike has confirmed the ID, Ed.], we think these are Maroonhood 

(Pterostylis pedunculata), Nodding Greenhood (Pterostylis nutants) and Tall Greenhood 

(Pterostylis melagramma) 

 

 

 

Note: Please check the Vic APS website for cancellations before attending. 

1 & 2 October 2022 - APS Grampians Group Pomonal Native Flower Show, Pomonal Hall.  

9:30 AM to 5 PM on Saturday, 10 AM to 4 PM on Sunday.  

8 October 2022 - APS Echuca Moama Native Flower Showcase, Echuca Masonic Lodge 

Hall, 426 High Street, Echuca.  

15 October 2022 - APS Mitchell Annual Flower Expo & Sale, 9am - 3pm. Memorial Hall, 

Sydney St, Kilmore. $2 entry. 

15 & 16 October 2022 – 14th FJC Rogers Seminar. Topic: Fabulous peas (the typical ‘pea-

flowered’ plants from the sub-family Faboideae). York on Lilydale in Mt Evelyn. Expressions 

of interest and queries to fabulouspeas2022@gmail.com ► 

22 & 23 October 2022 - APS Ballarat Spring Flower Show. Flower show, plant sales etc. 

Robert Clark Centre, Ballarat Botanic Gardens, Gilles Street, Ballarat. 10 am – 4 pm.  

  

F 

Coming events of interest 

 

More orchids on the verge…  
By Daryl Radnell 

mailto:fabulouspeas2022@gmail.com
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https:/apsvic.org.au/aps-latrobe-valley/  

Leader: Jill Fidler 0407871603 jillsgarden71@gmail.com 

Deputy-leader: Jan Workman 0429029279 jantw@y7mail.com 

Secretary: Cathy Beamish 0447452755 cathy.beamish@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Mike Beamish 0447452755 mcandcjb@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor: Col Jackson 0429095527 coljackson57@hotmail.com 

Website: John Stephens 0439755013 john.stephens9@bigpond.com 

Librarian: Pamela Cox 0429194733 theroseglen@yahoo.com.au 

Publicity Delma Hodges 0408398385 rj3dh2@aussiebb.com.au 

 

 

HOMEGROWN NATIVE PLANTS MAY BE SOLD AT EACH MEETING.COPYRIGHT: ARTICLES OR 

INFORMATION ARE NEEDED FOR EVERY MONTHLY NEWSLETTER. PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE THE 

SOURCE AND ORIGINAL AUTHOR. SEND YOUR ARTICLES TO THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR; note 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS THE 25TH OF EACH MONTH.  MEMBERSHIP FEES; per ANNUM: TO BE 

PAID BY 30TH JUNE FOR BOTH LATROBE VALLEY GROUP Inc. AND AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY 

(SGAP Victoria) Inc. 

Title page photo: Grevillea chrysophaea at Holey Plains State Park by Mike Beamish 
 

2022 Latrobe Valley Group Events Calendar 
Month Day Date Activity Time 

Oct Thursday 13 Visit to Steve and Briany’s garden at 

Gormandale. 

10:30 

AM 

Nov Thursday 10 Bush tucker walk in Bunyip State Park with Julie 

and Anthony from Peppermint Ridge. 

 

Dec   Christmas Break-up  

 

Rainfall for 2021 (in mm) 

  Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Diane Drouin (west) 92 57 78 88 65 143 73 83 128 180 113 28 1125 

Brian Drouin (east) 83 58 80 64 68 134 87 44 174 130 106 26 1054 

Carolyn Yarragon 79 30 60 65 75 117 73 102 151 93 88 20 951 

Wayne Tanjil South 108 37 89 77 175 195 90 95 207 167 112 64 1416 

Peter Mirboo North 92 53 107 81 101 274 88 78 170 87 96 45 1272 

Judy Moe South 97 25 89 79 75 175 79 83 197 101 93 37 1130 

Mike Boolarra 95 43 81 66 84 181 67 92 186 88 83 35 1098 

Mary Jeeralang Junction 79 35 98 63 71 266 56 114 120 136 117 26 1178 

John Traralgon South 83 16 135 35 26 229 58 68 91 75 68 33 915 

               

Rainfall for 2022 (in mm) 

  Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Diane Drouin (west) 67 30 81 94 60 170 90 198         789 

Brian Drouin (east) 74 11 76 86 75 145 77 199         743 

Carolyn Yarragon 107 5 55 68 58 191 97 163         742 

Wayne Tanjil South 83 15 63 98 107 130             496 

Peter Mirboo North                         0 

Judy Moe South 73 13 64 55 93 209 72 165         744 

Mike Boolarra 72 6 74 60 54 162 69 166         661 

Mary Jeeralang Junction 68 11 85 75 46 164 72 161         680 

John Traralgon South 88 10 31 56 28 175             388 

 


